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Chingwizi: How 

long will be 

‘meantime’? 

Chingwizi camp situation ‘frustrating’ for villagers 

 

Below we publish the Interview, which the Crisis Report 

carried out with the Crisis 

in Zimbabwe Coalition 

(CiZC) Chairperson, Dewa 

Mavhinga, after his visit to 

Chigwizi  camp where 

thousands of families 

affected by the floods and 

displaced from the Tokwe-

Mukorsi dam area have  

been given temporary ref-

ugee . 

 

Q. Chairperson, what motivated you to visit Chingwizi? 

A. Well, media reports and a report by Crisis in Zimbabwe 

Coalition (The Coalition) member of staff Vivid Gwede, 

detailing the plight of people at Chingwizi camp in Mwe-

nezi who have been displaced from Tokwe-Mukorsi dam 

area. I wanted to assess the situation and with also a 

specific motive to advising the Coalition on what steps to 

be taken to assist and stand in solidarity with affected 

children, women and men. 

 

Q. Did you meet any hindrances in terms of the mission that 

made you visit the camp? 

A. Not really, but just to say that access to the camp is very 

difficult, its located in  Nuanetsi Ranch in Mwenezi, some 

90 kilometers from Ngundu, along Masvingo-Beitbridge 

highway. 

 

Q. On this point of accessibility, so how do people in the 

camp access the outside world in case they have any other 

needs for example  visiting relatives, or any other needs ?  

A. The camp is strictly controlled by the Zimbabwe Republic 

Police, working together with, or under the office of the 

Minister of State Responsible for Provincial Affairs in 

Masvingo, who is Kudakwashe Bhasikiti who control vis-

its within the camp. So accessibility is a challenge. But 

relatives are allowed to visit families although with some 

reasonable difficulty.  

 

Q. How do you assess the arrangement in the camp in 

terms of provision of basics such as water, clothing and all 

other amenities, sanitation, and protection of fundamental 

human rights? 

A. It’s a very difficult situation, there is excessive over-

crowding, people are suffering. So it is a difficult environ-

ment, where you have over 3000 families in a very small 

space and it’s a very hot and  humid place. Each family is 

allocated one tent regardless of the number of the 

members in the family. So these are very difficult living 

conditions for these families. Access to food and water is 

also difficult although a number of local and internation-

al NGOs have come together to provide assistance. 

These include UNICEF, OXFAM , the International Red 

Cross community, and International Organisation for 

Migration (IOM).  
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Q. In your interaction with the flood victims at Chingwizi, what struck you during the assessment of the situation? 

A. I think what really struck me was the sense of helplessness, their sense of  being let down by the government. One person 

in this camp said he felt as if they were not citizens of  Zimbabwe; and they were being treated worse than people who 

have no rights whatsoever. So this sense of hopelessness, of injustice, of being let down, of having to deal with a govern-

ment that does not seem to care at all. This is what struck me. 

 

Q. In terms of their previous life, did they tell you anything about the 

losses they incurred due to the disaster? 

A. The families that I spoke to seemed to have incurred severe losses. 

You talk about livestock, livelihoods, we are talking about homes buried 

under water, you are talking about property, and there are people who 

cried as they saw their cattle dying. We are talking about lives; there are 

people who have lost their family members. Even this Chingwizi camp has 

a cemetery that has been established, already there are seven graves in 

that cemetery so people have lost immensely and they have no sense of 

what will happen to them, they have lost their land, their communal an-

cestral lands and they do not know if they will get alternative land on 

which to build homes, and they do not have resources to rebuild the 

homes. 

 

 

Q. You said seven people have died since the camp was established at Chingwizi. Did you try to establish from members of 

the families what the causes of these deaths were? 

A. Well, it’s a range. Some died as a result of diarrheal complications. Some it was simply because of the hazardous living 

conditions which weakened their immune systems, and overcrowding which then exposed them to all kinds of risks. So 

it’s a range, but it’s a hazardous place to live in for people with weak immune systems. 

 

Q. So this cemetery that you are talking about at Chingwizi; is it a temporary arrangement? How do the camp residents feel 

about this? 

A. Well, the big challenge is no one really knows what’s happening. Or, what shall become of the remains of their relatives 

buried in the camp. No one really knows for how long they will stay in the camp. So it is also a frustrating thing for them 

not to know their fate, not to know what will happen tomorrow, not to know whether they will have food tomorrow, not 

to know whether they will have adequate land elsewhere, not to know whether they will receive fair and just compensa-

tion from the government. So they are in a state of a vacuum in terms of information, and this is something that the state 

ought to look into as well. 

 

Q. Can you share where you think the government has done its best and worst, before and after the floods in terms of the 

plight of these people who lived in the dam’s flood basin? 

A. I think the failings are at many levels, one key level being that of the failure to adequately inform the people, also to pro-

vide fair and just compensation and to accord them the necessary respect in terms of their property that was destroyed, 

in terms of where they find themselves in, and also to coordinate the efforts of the donor community in terms of sup-

porting these people. 

 

Dewa speaking to one of the men at the camp 
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Q. Prior to the disaster, we hear that this project was started in the early 1990s…what does this mean to you? 

A. There was absolute failure to plan adequately and ahead of time, and to take the necessary steps in terms of law to relo-

cate these people. So this disaster is in part as a result of failure to plan by the government. 

 

Q. What are the implications in terms of socio-economic rights? We know the constitution of Zimbabwe has certain rights 

that it accords to people such as the right to be safe from arbitrary eviction. What are the implications in terms of the gov-

ernment’s evacuation programs, either with regards to the dam or any other projects where people can be displaced by the 

government for development purposes? 

A. This is a challenge now to the civil society to coordinate and examine the number of violations of the rights of the people 

of Tokwe-Mukorsi, to coordinate assistance to them which goes beyond provision of food and blankets, to look at the 

whole framework of empowering these citizens, to look at the whole framework of ensuring that there is justice for them.  

So this is a huge challenge that civil society ought to take up with urgency.   

 

 Thank you 

Crisis Director, former employee release book 

 

 

Harare – CRISIS IN ZIMBABWE COALITION Director McDonald Lewanika in collaboration with 

a former employee has released a book on the July 31 polls, centered on ordinary people’s 

experiences and reactions to the plebiscite. 

 

The compendium of 31 narrations by Zimbabweans, whose identities have been omitted, 

entitled “We the People” which was compiled by Lewanika and Delta Milayo Ndou, a former 

Information Officer at Crisis Coalition, was launched before a full house at the Book Cafe in 

Harare on Tuesday, April 2. 

 

 

 

Lewanika said the book was meant to give a voice to people who 

would otherwise not be heard; after local politicians, civil society, 

and big institutions such as the SADC and AU observer missions 

gave their verdict of the plebiscite last year as well as European 

and Asia-Pacific countries. 

 

He added that in essence the authors had not “written” the book, 

but it had emerged of its own as people shared their personal 

views in the aftermath of the harmonized elections basing on 

their unique experiences across the country.  

“The book wrote itself.  

“We tried to mute the authorial voice,” Lewanika said 

McDonald Lewanika  
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A development practitioner, Arnold Chamunogwa, gave a brief review of the book. 

“I would like to thank the authors for giving a voice to the voiceless,” Chamunogwa said. 

“It gives you an account of how Zanu-PF “won” or “stole” the elections, depending on your choice of words. 

“You get a sense of both the perspectives of the spectators and participants.” 

 

Chamunorwa said the book had many positives, but pointed out the dominance of voices, which discredited the elections. Of 

the 31 narrations, only three show a mood of celebration.  

 

Chamunorwa said he did not understand whether it was by design of the authors, or it revealed the actual distribution of a 

sense of disappointment among Zimbabweans. 

 

Goodson Nguni, a Zanu-Pf activist dismissed the book as a “fabrication”. 

“I do believe that the book is a fabrication by the authors, that’s why the people they interviewed are faceless,”  Nguni said. 

“I do not doubt in my mind that the book was written by people who are anti-Zanu Pf to discredit its election victory. 

“I think the authors wrote it themselves, they did not compile it.  

“That’s the view of many people in Zanu-PF, but we respect people’s right to write what they want without hiding.” 

 

Lewanika has a response to this view in the foreword:  

“Now, will this anthology be able to stand intellectual 

rigour and scrutiny? 

“Our answer is that it can, but is doesn’t have to. This 

anthology stakes no claim to authority. 

“It is an attempt to give voice and share truths of some 

ordinary people around the elections as they saw it. 

“It is their truth, and we believe that there is some value 

in presenting it as a repository or even reference for 

those who may want to carry out a finer ingrained analy-

sis of what took place in Zimbabwe during that election.” 

 

The writers thanked staff at the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition and several independent consultants for assisting in the compila-

tion process, and the Election Resource Centre (ERC) for contributing to the launch. 

 

The book will be available at the Book Café and Crisis Coalition offices for sale to the public.  

Co-author Delta Ndou (left) poses with guests at the launch 
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Chiredzi – THERE are already seven graves at Chingwizi camp. 

 

A sign perhaps that, although the 3400 families at the camp hope that their current way of life is just a passing phase, perma-

nent events might be happening daily. 

 

It is a testimony that, in the “meantime” they expect their lives will be restored to normalcy soon, life is moving on. 

 

It has been two months at the camp in Nuanetsi Ranch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairperson Dewa Mavhinga who visited the place recently said some of the deaths could 

have been caused by the unhygienic environment at the camp. 

“Some died as a result of diarrheal complications.  

“Some it was simply because of the hazardous living conditions which weakened their immune systems, and overcrowd-

ing which then exposed them to all kinds of risks,” Mavhinga said. 

 

Perhaps as the government senses pressure and the spotlight generated for it to act quickly and restore the lives of the thou-

sands flood victims to normalcy, Mavhinga reveals that entrance to the camp is now very restricted. 

 

Many things, including the education of young children in the camp have been disrupted by their way of life perhaps to signifi-

cant proportions since early February, when floods hit their former homes in Tokwe-Mukorsi. 

Whilst the government apparently struggles to assert itself over the so-called ‘disaster’, damning questions have begun to be 

raised, which were perhaps up to now drowned by the sense of national emergence in the rush to relocate people.  

 

President Robert Mugabe declared the situation a national disaster, but has not set his foot there. 

 

Analysts have suggested his 90th birthday celebrations and daughter’s wedding seemed to be downplaying, or stealing atten-

tion from the dire situation. 

Chingwizi: How long will be ‘meantime’? 

Chingwizi camp 
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But civil society organisations like Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe (MMPZ) have since pointed out the failure of the 

Civil Protection Unit (CPU) and questioned the use 

of Namibian military helicopters and personnel 

instead of the Zimbabwean army to relocate 

affected villagers. 

 

Mavhinga also said: “There was absolute failure to 

plan adequately and ahead of time, and to take 

the necessary steps in terms of law to relocate 

these people.  

“So this disaster is in part as a result of failure to 

plan on the part of government.” 

Although the government argues that the floods 

were unexpected, it can be noticed that the relo-

cations were behind schedule if the dam wall is to 

be completed by September, already a delay of 

almost a year from the previous timeline. 

 

If this previous timeline had been adhered to, the dam wall would have been completed whilst people still lived within the 

dam’s flood basin and downstream areas. 

 

In Christian faith – during one of the biblical floods which engulfed the earth; it is said of their story that Noah built the ark 

ahead of the waters. 

 

But, in Tokwe-Mukosi, the government built the dam wall almost past half-way its intended height before the relocations were 

complete or the relocation settlement was built. 

 

MMPZ said: “Media should investigate the circumstances surrounding the government’s failure to relocate villagers 

living in the Tokwe-Mukorsi flood basin well before embarking in the construction of the dam.”  

 

Perhaps, like in all such stories of the nature, the truth of the floods will be drowned. 

 

With Chiadzwa community in mind where diamonds were discovered in 2006, it however seems government has a trend of 

failing to properly relocate people for development programs. 

 

The same trend can be noticed in terms of government’s demolition of illegal homes such as Operation Murambatsvina in 

2005, before alternative accommodation for these families who included women and children was established. 

 

In most of these scenarios, the temporary living conditions of displaced people became their permanent life.  

A plough left on the side of a temporary shelter 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


